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Working with communities to 
address the opioid crisis.

 SAMHSA’s State Targeted Response Technical 
Assistance (STR-TA) grant created the Opioid 
Response Network to assist STR grantees, individuals 
and other organizations by providing the resources and 
technical assistance they need locally to address the 
opioid crisis .

 Technical assistance is available to support the 
evidence-based prevention, treatment, and recovery of 
opioid use disorders. 
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Working with communities to 
address the opioid crisis.

 The Opioid Response Network (ORN) provides local, 
experienced consultants in prevention, treatment and 
recovery to communities and organizations to help 
address this opioid crisis. 

 The ORN accepts requests for education and training. 

 Each state/territory has a designated team, led by a 
regional Technology Transfer Specialist (TTS), who is an 
expert in implementing evidence-based practices. 

3



Contact the STR-TA Consortium

 To ask questions or submit a technical 
assistance request: 

• Visit www.OpioidResponseNetwork.org 
• Email str-ta@aaap.org
• Call 401-270-5900
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Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA)

Funding for this initiative was made possible (in part) by grant no. 
6H79TI080816 from SAMHSA. The views expressed in written 
conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators 
do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of 
Health and Human Services; nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the 
U.S. Government.
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Approach: To build on 
existing efforts, enhance, 
refine and fill in gaps when 
needed while avoiding 
duplication and not 
“re-creating the wheel.”



Overall Mission

To provide training and technical 
assistance via local experts to enhance 
prevention, treatment (especially 
medication-assisted treatment like 
buprenorphine, naltrexone, and 
methadone), and recovery efforts 
across the country addressing state 
and local - specific needs.
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Our Team
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 The American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry (AAAP) is the lead 
agency for the STR-TA Grant.

 The following CORE Team organizations are responsible for the 
project’s strategic planning and oversight of the project activities.

Treatment 
 American Academy of 

Addiction Psychiatry

 Addiction Technology 
Transfer Center 
National Coordinating 
Center 

 Columbia University’s 
Division on Substance  
Use Disorders 

Prevention
 Boston Children’s 

Hospital –
Adolescent 
Substance Use and 
Addiction Program

 Communities for 
Anti-Drug Coalitions 
of America

Recovery 
 Center for Social 

Innovation – working 
with FAVOR and 
Young People in 
Recovery

Evaluation
 Research Triangle 

International



Partner Organizations
and Individuals
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 American Academy of Family Physicians 
(AAFP)

 American College of Emergency 
Physicians (ACEP) 

 American College of Physicians (ACP) 

 American Medical Association (AMA) 

 Association for Medical Education and 
Research in Substance Abuse (AMERSA) 

 American Osteopathic Academy of 
Addiction Medicine (AOAAM) 

 American Psychiatric Association (APA) 

 Boston Medical Center (BMC) 

 Coalition of Physician Education (COPE)

 Council of Social Work Education CSWE)

 National Association for Community 
Health Centers (NACHC ) 

 National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals (NADCP)

 National Alliance for HIV Education and 
Workforce Development (NAHEWD / 
AETC) 

 National Council for Behavioral Health 
(NCBH) 

 Physician Assistant Education Association 
(PAEA) 

 Research Foundation for Mental Hygiene 
(Columbia) 

 Strengthening Families 

 Holly Echo-Hawk, PhD

 Karen Oliver, PhD

 Roger Chou, MD



TTS and TAPJ

Technical Transfer 
Specialists

 Jan Schnellman, MEd
 Marvis Doster, CARN

Technical Assistance 
Provision Jurisdiction

 TAPJ 21: WA, OR, AK
 TAJ16: ID, ND, SD, MT, 

WY

10



Consultant Teams

 Prevention
 Recovery
 Treatment
 Implementation Science
 Special Populations
 Core Partners
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Highlights of 
requests from 
Alaska, Idaho, 
Oregon & 
Washington  



Alaska
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Hub and Spoke  
Coalition Building
MAT Implementation  
Community Training



Idaho
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Regional Panels on MAT

North 
Idaho 
Summit



Oregon
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Providing implementation assistance 
to behavioral health center to add 
MAT services

Coaching and 
mentoring MAT 
prescribers

Program 
evaluation 
consultation 



Washington
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Integrating MAT 
in Primary Care 
Settings at 
Community 
Health Clinics in 
Everett, Tacoma 
and Yakima 



1000 Requests 
Received to Date!



ORN 2018 Data

Type of Requests Events and Participants

 4,024 Events held as a 
result of requests

 1,082 Number of people 
who have participated in 
events

 764 Total requests in 
2018
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1000 Requests!
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OpioidResponseNetwork.org
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Send a 
Request

https://opioidresponsenetwork.org/


Requesting Technical Assistance

 Work with group to 
brainstorm how ORN 
might help with 
prevention, treatment 
and/or recovery 
efforts to address the 
opioid crisis

 Complete practice 
form to submit 
request



Together We Can Make a 
Difference

Jan Schnellman, MEd
206.221.4461

janeric@uw.org

Questions and Answers
Marvis Doster, CARN

701.777.5915
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